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SVCE  

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

BTM – Behind the Meter – Customer-sited resources which connect to the distribution system on the customer’s 

side of the utility’s meter.  See also “DER”.  

 

C&I – Commercial and Industrial – Business customers  

 

CAISO – California Independent System Operator – a non-profit independent system operator that oversees 

the operation of the California bulk electric power system, transmission lines and electricity market generated and 

transmitted by its members (~80% of California’s electric flow). Its stated mission is to “operate the grid reliably 

and efficiently, provide fair and open transmission access, promote environmental stewardship and facilitate 

effective markets and promote infrastructure development. CAISO is regulated by FERC and governed by a five-

member governing board appointed by the governor. 

 

CALCCA – California Community Choice Association – Association made up of Community Choice Aggregation 

(CCA) groups which represents the interests of California’s community choice electricity providers. 

 

CARB – California Air Resources Board – The CARB is charged with protecting the public from the harmful effects 

of air pollution and developing programs and actions to fight climate change in California. 

 

CARE – California Alternate Rates for Energy Program – A monthly discount of 20% or more on gas and 

electricity. Participants qualify through income guidelines or if enrolled in certain public assistance programs. 

 

CEC – California Energy Commission 

 

CCCFA – California Community Choice Financing Authority – The California Community Choice Financing 

Authority (CCCFA) was established in 2021 with the goal to reduce the cost of power purchases for member 

community choice aggregators (CCAs) through pre-payment structures. The founding members of CCCFA include 

Central Coast Community Energy, East Bay Community Energy, Marin Clean Energy, and Silicon Valley Clean 

Energy. CCCFA is a Joint Powers Authority which can help member CCAs save up to 10% or more on power purchase 

agreements, helping reduce costs for ratepayers and increase available funding for local programs. 

 

CC Power – California Community Power – California Community Power is a Joint Powers Agency comprised of 

nine CCAs. CC Power allows its member CCAs to combine their buying power to procure new, cost-effective clean 

energy and reliability resources to continue advancing local and state climate goals. 

 

CP – Compliance Period – Time period to become RPS compliant, set by the CPUC (California Public Utilities 

Commission) 

 

DA – Direct Access – An option that allows eligible customers to purchase their electricity directly from third party 

providers known as Electric Service Providers (ESP). 

 

Demand – The rate at which electric energy is delivered to or by a system or part of a system, generally expressed 

in kilowatts (kW), megawatts (MW), or gigawatts (GW), at a given instant or averaged over any designated interval 

of time. Demand should not be confused with Load or Energy. 

 

DR – Demand Response – An opportunity for consumers to play a significant role in the operation of the electric 

grid by reducing or shifting their electricity usage during peak periods in response to time-based rates or other forms 

of financial incentives. 
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DER – Distributed Energy Resource – A small-scale unit of power generation that operates locally and is 

connected to a larger power grid at the distribution level. 

 

Distribution – The delivery of electricity to the retail customer’s home or business through low voltage distribution 

lines. 

 

eHub – SVCE’s online customer resource center with the latest information on electric vehicles, home electrification, 

and solar and battery storage.  

 

ERRA – Energy Resource Recovery Account – ERRA proceedings are used to determine fuel and purchased 

power costs which can be recovered in rates.  The utilities do not earn a rate of return on these costs, and only 

recover actual costs.  The costs are forecast for the year ahead.  If the actual costs are lower than forecast, then the 

utility gives money back, and vice versa. 

 

ESP – Energy Service Provider – An energy entity that provides service to a retail or end-use customer. 

 

FERC – Federal Energy Regulatory Commission – Independent federal agency that regulates the interstate 

transmission of electricity, natural gas and oil. The CAISO is subject to FERC jurisdiction. 

 

GHG – Greenhouse gas – water vapor, carbon dioxide, tropospheric ozone, nitrous oxide, methane, and 

chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). A gas that causes the atmosphere to trap heat radiating from the earth. The most 

common GHG is Carbon Dioxide, though Methane and others have this effect as well. 

 

GWh – Gigawatt-hour – The unit of energy equal to that expended in one hour at a rate of one billion watts. One 

GWh equals 1,000 megawatt-hours. 

 

IOU – Investor-Owned Utility – A private electricity and natural gas provider. 

 

IRA – Inflation Reduction Act  

 

IRP – Integrated Resource Plan – A plan which outlines an electric utility’s resource needs in order to meet 

expected electricity demand long-term. 

 

kW – Kilowatt – Measure of power where power (watts) = voltage (volts) x amperage (amps) and 1 kW = 1000 

watts 

 

kWh – Kilowatt-hour – This is a measure of consumption. It is the amount of electricity that is used over some 

period of time, typically a one-month period for billing purposes. Customers are charged a rate per kWh of electricity 

used. 

 

LCR – Local (RA) Capacity Requirements – The amount of Resource Adequacy capacity required to be 

demonstrated in a specific location or zone. 

 

LCFS – Low Carbon Fuel Standard – A CARB program designed to encourage the use of cleaner low-carbon fuels 

in California, encourage the production of those fuels, and therefore, reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

Load – An end use device or customer that receives power from an energy delivery system. Load should not be 

confused with Demand, which is the measure of power that a load receives or requires. See Demand. 

 

LSE – Load-serving Entity – Entities that have been granted authority by state, local law or regulation to serve 

their own load directly through wholesale energy purchases and have chosen to exercise that authority. 
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MMT – Million Metric Tonnes – Common unit of measurement in regulatory and policy space for California’s GHG 

emissions. 

 

MAWG – Member Agency Working Group, a group of PIOs from SVCE’s member communities that gather monthly 

 

MW – Megawatt – measure of power. A megawatt equals 1,000 kilowatts or 1 million watts. 

 

MWh – Megawatt-hour – measure of energy 

 

NEM – Net Energy Metering – A program in which solar customers receive credit for excess electricity generated 

by solar panels. The main differences between NEM and FIT programs are the type of rate (flat vs. dependent on 

time-of-day generation), number of meters required (two vs. one), and flexibility (long-term contract vs. non-

binding program enrollment). 

PCC1 – RPS Portfolio Content Category 1 – Bundled renewables where the energy and REC are dynamically 

scheduled into a California Balancing Authority (CBA) such as the CAISO.  Also known as “in-state” renewables 

 

PCC2 – RPS Portfolio Content Category 2 – Bundled renewables where the energy and REC are from out-of-state 

and not dynamically scheduled to a CBA. 

 

PCC3 – RPS Portfolio Content Category 3 – Unbundled RECPSPS – Public Safety Power Shutoff – An event in 

which the IOUs purposely turn off segments of the grid due to high risk of ignition and wildfires.   

 

PCIA or “exit fee” – Power Charge Indifference Adjustment (PCIA) is an “exit fee” based on stranded costs of 

utility generation set by the California Public Utilities Commission. It is calculated annually and assessed to 

customers of CCAs and paid to the IOU that lost those customers as a result of the formation of a CCA. 

Power Content Label (PCL) – A user-friendly way of displaying information to California consumers about the 

energy resources used to generate the electricity they sell, as required by AB 162 (Statue of 2009) and Senate Bill 

1305 (Statutes of 1997). 

 

PPA – Power Purchase Agreement – A contract used to purchase the energy, capacity and attributes from a 

renewable resource project.   

 

Prepay – payment in advance by a municipal utility for a number of years of contracted energy, and this 

prepayment with tax-exempt debt 

 

RA – Resource Adequacy – Under its Resource Adequacy (RA) program, the California Public Utilities Commission 

(CPUC) requires load-serving entities—both independently owned utilities and electric service providers—to 

demonstrate in both monthly and annual filings that they have purchased capacity commitments to contribute their 

share of system reliability.  Today LSEs must procure no less than 115% of the peak hour load.  In 2023 and 2024, 

this will increase to 116% and 117% respectively.  Beginning in 2025 a new RA program will be implemented 

requiring LSEs show capacity to meet their hourly reliability needs, the “PRM” adder is still undetermined. 

RE – Renewable Energy – Energy from a source that is not depleted when used, such as wind or solar power. 

 

REC – Renewable Energy Certificate – A REC is the property right to the environmental benefits associated with 

generating renewable electricity. For instance, homeowners who generate solar electricity are credited with 1 solar 

REC for every MWh of electricity they produce. Utilities obligated to fulfill an RPS requirement can purchase these 

RECs on the open market. 

 

RPS – Renewable Portfolio Standard – Law that requires CA utilities and other load serving entities (including 

CCAs) to provide an escalating percentage of CA qualified renewable power (culminating at 33% by 2020) in their 

annual energy portfolio. 
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SB 100 – California Senate Bill 100 established a landmark policy requiring renewable energy and zero-carbon 

resources supply 100 percent of electric retail sales to end-use customers by 2045. 

 

SMUD – Sacramento Municipality Utility District 

 

SCE – Southern California Edison  

 

SDG&E – San Diego Gas & Electric 

 

TOB – Tariff On-bill – Tariff On-Bill Financing is a model in which utilities use a tariff to enable customers to pay 

back the cost of a solar panel without credit or income level conditions. 

 

TOU – Time-of-Use Rates – The pricing of delivered electricity based on the estimated cost of electricity during a 

particular time-block. Time-of-use rates are usually divided into three or four time-blocks per 24 hour period (on-

peak, midpeak, off-peak and sometimes super off-peak) and by seasons of the year (summer and winter). Real time 

pricing differs from TOU rates in that it is based on actual (as opposed to forecasted) prices that may fluctuate many 

times a day and are weather sensitive, rather than varying with a fixed schedule.  

 

Unbundled RECs – Renewable energy certificates that verify a purchase of a MWH unit of renewable power where 

the actual power and the certificate are “unbundled” and sold to different buyers. 

 

VPP – Virtual Power Plant – A cloud-based energy supply made up of a collection of an aggregation of distributed 

energy resources (DERs), such as smart EV chargers, smart thermostats, building energy management systems, 

battery storage systems, solar PV and smart inverters. 

 

24/7 – Goal of supplying consumer energy demand with 100% carbon-free energy at all hours of the day 
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Silicon Valley Clean Energy Authority 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, September 10, 2025 

7:00 pm 

Sunnyvale Civic Center 

456 W. Olive Ave 

Sunnyvale, CA  

 
 

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
 
 
 
Call to Order: 
Chair Tyson called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. 
 
 
Roll Call 
Present:  
George Tyson (Chair), Los Altos Hills 
Larry Klein (Vice Chair), Sunnyvale 

Elliot Scozzola, Campbell 
J.R. Fruen, Cupertino 
Sally Meadows, Los Altos  
Maria Ristow, Los Gatos 
Bryan Mekechuk, Monte Sereno  
Yvonne Martinez Beltran, Morgan Hill 
Pat Showalter, Mountain View 
Tina Walia, Saratoga 
Otto Lee, Santa Clara County  
 
Absent: 
Zach Hilton, Gilroy  
Garry Barbadillo, Milpitas 
 
 
A quorum was present. 
 
Public Comment on Matters Not Listed on the Agenda 
No speakers. 
 

 
Adopt Resolution Commending Hung Wei for her Dedicated Public Service to SVCE and to the 
Community  
 
Chair Tyson recognized Hung Wei posthumously with a resolution on behalf of the Silicon Valley Clean 
Energy (SVCE) Board of Directors (“Board”) for her contributions while serving on the SVCE Board, and 
her contributions to the community.  

 
Chair Tyson opened Public Comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Tyson closed Public Comment. 
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MOTION: Director Showalter moved and Director Fruen seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 
2025-17 Commending Hung Wei for her promotion of community clean energy in Santa Clara 
County and her dedicated service on the Board of Directors of the Authority on behalf of the City 
of Cupertino.  
 
The motion carried with Directors Hilton and Barbadillo absent. 
 
Adopt Resolution Commending Don Bray for his Dedication in the Formation of Silicon Valley 
Clean Energy in 2016 and Tenure of Dedicated Service Concluding in 2025  
 
Monica Padilla, Chief Executive Officer (CEO), presented Don Bray, formerly SVCE’s Director of Strategic 
Development, with a resolution on behalf of the Board of Directors and thanked him for his contributions 
in both forming SVCE and his work in the organization. 
 
Mr. Bray thanked and expressed appreciation to the Board for their recognition of his commitment to 
SVCE and reflected on his time at the agency and what he is looking forward to in the future. 
 
Board members provided supportive comments and acknowledged Mr. Bray for his dedication to SVCE. 
 
Staff presented Mr. Bray with a resolution and gift for his service. 
 
Chair Tyson opened Public Comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Tyson closed Public Comment. 
 
MOTION: Director Martinez Beltran moved and Director Mekechuk seconded the motion to adopt 
Resolution 2025-18 Commending Don Bray for his Dedication in the Formation of Silicon Valley 
Clean Energy Authority in 2016 and his Tenure of Dedicated Service Concluding in 2025. 
 
The motion carried with Directors Hilton and Barbadillo absent. 
 
 
Consent Calendar 
 
There were no questions or comments from the Board; there were no requests from the public to speak 

on any matter on the Consent Calendar. 

 

1a) Approve Minutes of the August 13, 2025, Board of Directors Meeting  

1b) Receive July 2025 Treasurer Report  

1c) Approve Distribution of 2022 Member Agency Grant Cycle Remaining Funds of $500,000  

1d) Authorize the Chief Executive Officer to Enter into a Contract with Hueston Hennigan, LLP for Legal     

      Services for a Success Fee or for a Total Amount Not-to-Exceed $2,500,000  

1e) Authorize the Chief Executive Officer to Execute an Amendment with Sunnyvale Village Associates to  

      Extend Lease of Current Office Space for Up to 12 Months                               

1f) Adopt Resolution Electing to Become Subject to the Uniform Public Construction Cost Accounting Act  

     and Adopting Informal Bid Procedures  

1g) Authorize the Chief Executive Officer to Execute a Fifth Agreement Amendment with Camus Energy  

      to Transition Data Analytics Platform Services Adding $25,000 for a New Total Not-to-Exceed Amount  

      of $733,000  

1h) Authorize the Chief Executive Officer to Execute an Agreement with Citizen Group for Two Years with  

      a Not-to-Exceed Amount of $626,205 for Communications, Marketing and Research Services  

1i) Adopt the Fiscal Years 2025-2027 Strategic Focus Areas and Strategic Plan  

1j) Receive 2025 Legislative Responses to Industry Transition Ad Hoc Committee Report  

1k) Receive Executive Committee Report  

1l) Receive Additional Committees Report  
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1m) Receive California Community Power Report  

 
MOTION: Vice Chair Klein moved and Director Walia seconded the motion to approve the Consent 
Calendar, Items 1a through 1m. 
 
The motion carried with Directors Hilton and Barbadillo absent. 
 
Regular Calendar 
 
2) CEO Report (Informational) 

CEO Padilla addressed the following in her report: 
 

1) Introduction of new employees: 
a. Marvin Jiang, Associate Finance, Risk, and Data Analyst, 

b. Alison Maas, Community Grants Fellow, 
c. Danika Miller, Community Outreach Fellow, and  
d. Rio Neves, Programs Marketing Fellow 

 

All provided brief welcome comments. 
 

2) An update on reach codes from Zoe Elizabeth, Director of Decarbonization Policy and 
Community Strategies, who provided information on the passage of local member agency reach 
codes, upcoming initiatives, and an update on reach codes outside of SVCE’s service territory; 
and 

 
3) An update on legislation from Bena Chang, Director of Government and Legislative Affairs, who 

provided information on Assembly Bill (AB) 825 and AB 1207, and Senate Bills (SB) 254 and SB 
840. 
  

Staff responded to questions and comments regarding San Jose Clean Energy’s reach code vote; 
negotiated packages between the assembly, the senate, and the governor; other major bills that the 
Board should be made aware of; and potential advocacy next steps.  
 
Chair Tyson opened Public Comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Tyson closed Public Comment. 
 
 
3) Approve the Ad Hoc Committee’s Proposed Operating Rules and Regulations (ORR) 

Amendments and Recommend Changes to the ORR via a Future Resolution (Action)  

George Tyson, Chair, provided a presentation regarding the proposed amendments to SVCE’s Operating 
Rules and Regulations (ORR) from the Ad Hoc Committee (“ORR Committee”) formed by the Board of 
Directors on May 14, 2025 to review and propose amendments to SVCE’s ORR. The presentation 
included the following: 
 

• Review of SVCE’s current Operating Rules and Regulations; 

• Review of the Ad Hoc Committee’s scope of work; 

• Context of the purpose of reviewing SVCE’s ORRs; 

• An overview of other CCA’s governance; and 

• Highlights of the proposed changes, including processes. 
 
Ad Hoc Committee members Director Showalter and Vice Chair Klein thanked Chair Tyson for his work 
on the Ad Hoc Committee and provided supportive comments on the proposed amendments. 
 
Staff and Chair Tyson responded to questions and comments on the proposed ORR recommendations 
which included: history of close votes needing more than one round to achieve a majority vote; 
communication with local CCAs regarding processes, succession planning for continuity on the Board, 
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the addition of a Nominating Ad Hoc Committee and what the recommendations process would entail, 
justification of removal of the regular meeting day and time from the ORR, the Board meeting regular 
schedule approval process, and the preference of randomized voting when performing roll call votes. 
 
Chair Tyson opened Public Comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Tyson closed Public Comment. 
 
The Board discussed timing of approving the regular meeting schedule via resolution for the year, date 
certainty in the regular meeting schedule to remain as the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., 
and flexibility when needing to change a meeting date, for example if the regular meeting date lands on a 
holiday.  
 
MOTION: Director Mekechuk moved and Director Walia seconded the motion to approve the 
amended SVCE’s Operating Rules and Regulations as set forth by the Ad Hoc Committee via 
Resolution at a future Board meeting. 
 
The motion carried by a randomized verbal roll call vote with Directors Hilton and Barbadillo 
absent. 
 

  4)   Adopt the Fiscal Year 2025-26 Recommended Operating Budget, and the Recommendation 

to Maintain the Current Financial Reserves Targets and Policy (Action)  

 
Amrit Singh, Chief Financial Officer, presented a request for the Board to adopt the Fiscal Year 2025-26 
(FY 26) recommended operating budget and maintain the current financial reserves targets and policy. 
Highlights of the proposed budget included: 

• A negative contribution to reserves of $40.1 million for FY 26; 

• Maintaining an average of four percent (4%) customer discount to comparable Pacific Gas and 
Electric (PG&E) rates through December 2025 and reduce it to one percent (1%) in January 
2026; 

• Continuing to provide additional monthly dollar bill credit to California Alternate Rates for Energy 
(CARE) and Family Electric Rate Assistance (FERA) customers, which in the aggregate is 
equivalent to a one percent (1%) discount for all customers; and 

• No proposed changes to the current financial reserves targets and policy 
 
Chair Tyson opened Public Comment. 
No speakers. 
Chair Tyson closed Public Comment. 
  
CFO Singh responded to questions and comments regarding the timeline of the one-time customer bill 
credit rebate, and the importance of SVCE’s stress test and reserves. 
 

MOTION: Director Walia moved and Director Scozzola seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 
2025-20 approving the Fiscal Year 2025-26 Recommended Operating Budget, and the 
Recommendation to Maintain the Current Financial Reserves Targets and Policy. 
 
The motion carried with Directors Hilton and Barbadillo absent.  
 
 
5) Introduction to the Integrated Decarbonization Roadmap (Informational)  

Director of Decarbonization Policy and Community Strategies Elizabeth provided information regarding an 

update to the original 2018 Decarbonization Strategy & Programs Roadmap, referred to as the Integrated 

Decarbonization Roadmap. Information presented included the following: 

• Key elements of the 2018 Decarbonization Strategy and Programs Roadmap; 

• Highlights of what the planned update will cover; and 

• Estimate timeline for completion 
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Staff responded to questions and comments regarding community outreach and incorporation of 

feedback received from stakeholder partners, staff’s engagement with Board member agencies and a 

recommendation to consider copying Board members and City Managers in correspondence with 

member agency staff, and creation of a potential program template to trac performance goals to be 

shared with other member agencies.  

Chair Tyson opened Public Comment. 

No speakers. 

Chair Tyson closed Public Comment. 

 
Board Member Announcements and Future Agenda Items 
On behalf of former Alternate Director Javed Ellahie, Director Mekechuk expressed his gratitude to the 
Board and staff for the get well flowers. 
 
Director Martinez Beltran provided a recommendation to the Board for a future agenda item on 
performance tracking related to the Integrated Decarbonization Roadmap.  
 
 
Public Comment on Closed Session 
No speakers. 
 
Closed Session 
The Board of Directors convened to Closed Session at 8:54 p.m.  
 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION: Title: Chief Executive Officer  
 
CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS Agency designated representatives: Director Tyson, 
Board Chair, and Director Klein, Board Vice Chair  
Unrepresented employee: Chief Executive Officer  
 
The Board of Directors reconvened from Closed Session at 9:54 p.m.    
 
 
Report from Closed Session 
Chair Tyson announced that the Board met in Closed Session and there was nothing to report.  
 
 
Adjourn 
Chair Tyson adjourned the meeting at 9:54 p.m. 
 
 
 
ATTEST:  
________________________ 
Andrea Pizano, Board Secretary  
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